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COLDSPRING-OAKHURST  
EDUCATION FOUNDATION 
 
NEWSLETTER 
 
Coldspring-Oakhurst Education 
Statement of Purpose: 
 
 

The mission of the COEF is to partner with the community to 
provide opportunities to enrich teaching, inspire learning, and 
maximize innovation to promote excellence in education for 
all students in the COCISD. 
 

 
2014-2015 Innovative Teacher Grants 
 
 The Coldspring-Oakhurst Education 
Foundation surprised teachers with a “Prize 
Parade” at two campuses on Monday, December 8, 
to announce the winners of the 2014 Innovative 
Teaching Grants cycle. 
 

 
 The Lincoln Junior High School band drum 

 line leads the way.  
 
 To kick off the event, the Lincoln Junior High 
Band drum line escorted COEF directors and 
COCISD administrators to the James Street 
Elementary gymnasium, where students, faculty 
and staff were treated to the announcements of the 

winners of four grants on their campus. The 
winners were given flowers and balloons and 
presented with giant check replicas written in the 
amount of the grant awards. 
 

 
Teacher Grant winners at Street Elementary. 

 
 “Your teachers work very hard and care very   
much about all of you,” COEF Vice President of 
Programs Judy Joseph told the assembly. “We are 
honored and proud to be able to help them bring 
more opportunities for learning and fun into the 
classroom – because learning is fun!” 

 Afterward, the Prize Parade boarded buses to 
head to Lincoln Junior High, where three more 
grants were awarded before an assembly of faculty 
and staff in the LJH gym. 

 

 
Street Elementary students at grant awards event. 

 
  Grants:  The following grants were awarded, 

in a total amount of nearly $15,000: 
 • ‘Building A Robotics Program,’ submitted by  
District   Instructional   Technology  Specialist  Kellie 
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Lahey.  A Robotics Club for Lincoln Junior High and 
Coldspring-Oakhurst High School that provides an 
opportunity for students to build skills to prepare for 
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics 
professions … and the opportunity to build a robot! 
• ‘Increasing Motion In Science,’ submitted by LJH 
Science Teacher Ashley Lusk.  Go!Motion detectors 
for science classes in the 6th and 7th grades; students 
learn to construct tables and graphs or organize data 
and identify patterns.  This hands-on technology tool 
is used to help the students understand and learn 
scientific concepts. 
 

 
Science and technology – what could be better? 

 
• ‘Start Right From The Beginning,’ submitted by 
JSE Collaborative Learning Leader Robyn Sturgeon 
and Pre-Kindergarten Teacher Shalonda Washington.  
Pre-Kindergarten reading and language curriculum 
that focuses on developing the understanding of 
letters, phonemic awareness, writing, fine motor skills 
and oral language development giving pre-K students 
a firm foundation in reading and writing. 
 
 

 
Our “Hands-On Learners” … 

 
• ‘I Wanna Put On My, My, My, My Boogie Shoes 
and Boogie In Writing & Math, Yeah!’ submitted by 
Pre-K Teacher Shalonda Washington.  Boogie Boards 

for pre-K to help improve the writing and math skills 
by setting a solid foundation in a fun and innovative 
way. 
• ‘Hands-On Learning For Hands-On Learners!,’ 
submitted by Pre-K, Kindergarten and 1st Grade 
teachers Brittany Currie, Erika Crain, Georgia 
Daniels, Ann Knight and Becky Eckerman.  
Connections to a computer and projector allow 
students to use a white board as a touch screen letting 
the students get instant feedback with hands-on 
activities. 
• ‘Galaxies For Art,’ submitted by LJH Art Teacher 
Lisa Shewmaker.  Program for grades 6-8 that allows 
the teacher to follow the learning speed of each 
student as the student works at his or her own pace 
and ability. 
• ‘SMART Response Software,’ submitted by LJH 
Asst. Principal James Thompson.  SMART Notebook 
Advantage software program that allows immediate 
feedback to the teacher in determining what TEKS 
objectives the student does or does not understand.  
The lessons could then be adjusted to the immediate 
needs of the student. 
 “This is what we are all about,” said Board 
President Pat Clark. “Our mission is to help the 
teachers and students have available to them teaching 
tools that inspire excellence in education. What an 
exciting day!” 
 

 

 
The 2013 Master Gardener project bears fruit. 

 
2013-2014 Financial Statement  
 
 The	   Foundation	   had	   a	   successful	   year,	  
receiving	   over	   $37,000	   in	   revenue	   from	   direct	  
gifts	  and	  special	  events.	  Grants	  of	  $31,000	  were	  
distributed	  in	  December	  2013	  and	  another	  series 
of grants was awarded in December, 2014, in the 
amount of $15,000.   
        The income from Academic Banquet and Gala  
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represent about one half of the total income.  
Operating expenses remain low, at approximately 
8% of income.  Most impressive is COCISD 
administration and staff commitment to our mission 
through their payroll deduction program.  These 
contributions increased over 300% from the prior 
year. Our policies and procedures have been 
reviewed, accounts are in order, and all bills paid. 
We thank you all for your generous and continuing 
support. 
 
District Involvement 
 

           

The COHS students who created the Jump on the Bus sign. 

 Jump on the Bus, the employee participation 
program developed by the Education Foundation, 
has been very successful!  During the opening days 
of the 2014-2015 school year, teachers and staff had 
an opportunity to sign up for a payroll deduction 
process that allows them to donate to the 
Foundation.  These grants, which are made to 
teaching staff, provide educational enrichment, 
encourage teaching innovation, and reward 
excellence among students and staff.  In the district 
as a whole, 50% of all employees enrolled for the 
payroll deduction program to support the CO 
Education Foundation and its goals – a wonderful 
start for a new school year! 

                
The Jump on the Bus winner breakfast. 

2014 COCISD Academic Banquet 
	  

	   The COCISD Academic Banquet was a special 
event recognizing the Top 10 graduating seniors for 
their academic achievement as well as student 
selected teachers for their personal commitment to 
students’ success.  Each graduating senior was 
asked to identify a teacher or other school district 
personnel who made the most positive influence on 
his or her education.  The families of the Top 10 
students are invited to attend and be a part of the 
celebration. 
 The 2014 COCISD Academic Banquet was 
held on April 27, 2014, in the Jones Auditorium.  It 
was sponsored by area businesses and individuals 
and hosted each student and his or her parents and 
family, as well as the COCISD Teacher of the Year 
candidates and members of the School Board and 
high school staff. 
	  

	  
2014 Top 10 graduates. 

	  
	   The 2014 Top 10 students honored in alpha 
order were Brady Barbay, Victoria Barroso, Indya 
Finch, Patrick Giddens, Carson Hickman, Ollie 
Kelly, Joel Lopez, Randi Mizell, Kyaira Scott, and 
Jessica Sharp. 
 
Community Participation/Involvement	  
 
Fall Gala 
 
 The Coldspring-Oakhurst CISD Education 
Foundation hosted its Second Annual Fall Gala 
“Very Best Red & Black Night Ever!” on Saturday, 
Oct. 25. 

	  
	  

“Gaiety at the Gala…for a good cause” 
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 Highlights of the evening included 
entertainment provided by Magic by Bruce 
Chadwick – a talented magician and sleight-of-hand 
artist, and live music performed by Robert Greaney. 
 The gala raised funds to provide grants for 
innovative educational purposes to benefit the 
students of the Coldspring-Oakhurst CISD.  Since 
its inception in June of 2011, the education 
foundation has awarded over $57,000 in grants to 
COCISD teachers. 
 
Some of our local sponsors … 

 

 
Yokogawa supports COEF with their  

3rd annual donation. 
 

	  
Vaughan	  Real	  Estate	  

	  

	  
Wolf	  Creek	  Air	  Conditioning	  &	  Heating	  

	  
	  

	  
Brookshire	  Brothers	  Grocery	  

	  

	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Woodruff	  Financial	  Consultants	  

 
 

 
Other ways to support the Education 
Foundation... 
 
 The Education Foundation, is offering residents an 
opportunity to support our students while shopping for 
groceries, serving on jury duty or taking driver’s 
education.  These opportunities are outlined on the 
COCISD website www.cocisd.org. 
 First, groceries:  Through a partnership with Kroger, 
any community member can contribute to the Education 
Foundation while buying groceries.  By linking your 
Kroger Plus Card to the COEF or signing up for a digital 
account, residents can donate a percentage of the value 
of your purchase to the organization.   

  Don’t forget to: 
      visit our website at www.cocisd.org and click 
 on Education Foundation, 
     and “like us” on Facebook at COCISD 
      Education Foundation. 
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     Yes!  We accept your invitation to become an investor in the COCISD 

Education Foundation.     Our lead gift to the Foundation wil be: 
 

$10,000 (Diamond Investor) 
 $5,000 or more (Gold Investor)  
 $2,500 or more (Silver Investor)                   
 $1,000 or more (Bronze Investor) 
 $500 or more (Benefactor Investor)               
 $250 or more (Friend Investor) 
$100 or more (Trojan Family Investor) 

 
Name ______________________________________________   
      
Address ____________________________________________ 
 
State _______ Zip _______________ 
 
Email _________________________ 
 
Telephone______________________ 
 
Signature ___________________________________________  
               
Date of Donation: ______/______/______  

 
(Any amount is welcomed! )  Our tax-deductible gift  is enclosed in the 
amount of $____________________ 

 
Leave a lasting legacy. Contact us about including the COCISD 
Education Foundation in your Planned Giving 

 
Make your check payable to The COCISD Education Foundation 

and mail to: 
P. O. Box 261, Coldspring, TX  77331 

Thank you for broadening COCISD education horizons! 
	  

 Second, through jury duty:  When you complete jury 
duty, you will be offered a check or have an option to 
contribute your jury pay to the Education Foundation.  
 Third, getting a driver’s license:  Through a 
partnership with Drive the Foundation, anyone who has 
picked up a Drive the Foundation Card at various 
Coldspring retail locations or accessed the training 
through the www.cocisd.org web site can also donate to 
COEF while completing their child’s Driver Education 
requirements.  In addition to providing Driver Education 
courses, the service also offers Online Defensive  
Driving.  Participation in either of the programs helps by 
providing income to the Education Foundation. 
 For additional information go to www.cocisd.org 
and click on Education Foundation.  This takes you to 
the Foundation’s homepage.  In red in the middle of this 
page is a list of current programs, including Kroger 
Community Rewards Program, and Drive the 
Foundation.  Information to help you gain the benefit of 
these programs is included in these sections. 
 Monies earned through these programs and other 
activities are used for educational purposes for the 
benefit of the Coldspring-Oakhurst CISD and the 
children of this community. 
 
 
 

Support	  Invitation	  	  
 
The Coldspring-Oakhurst Consolidated Independent 
School District’s general operating budget focuses on 
mandated costs.  In today’s economy, most school 
districts no longer have discretionary funds for services 
and activities that exceed minimum needs and 
requirements.  A substantial investment is required to 
sustain excellent educational programs and services that 
require technology, laboratories, cultural experiences, 
up-to-date occupational and technical equipment and 
resource materials. 
 As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit charitable organization, the 
volunteer-directed Coldspring-Oakhurst Education 
Foundation creates a vehicle for the community to 
partner in providing opportunities to enrich teaching, 
inspire learning and maximize innovation to promote 
excellence in education for our students.  The grants 
funded by you make possible creative and meaningful 
programs not funded through tax dollars. 
 The Foundation cannot do this without your help.  
We invite you to continue to invest in our students.  A 
donation form is included  for your use. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

	  
The	  Education	  Foundation	  has	  provided	  so	  

much	  more	  than	  "just	  money	  for	  my	  
classroom".	  	  They	  are	  providing	  a	  better	  
education	  for	  my	  students	  than	  I	  could	  

give	  them	  on	  my	  own.	  	  Thank	  you	  for	  truly	  
being	  a	  partner	  in	  COCISD	  education.	  	  

Erika	  Crain,	  Pre-‐K	  Teacher,	  
Street	  Elementary	  School	  
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